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A Phoenix area Amateur Radio Operator, Jeanne 
Socrates, KC2OIV, is presently on her 4th solo 
around-the-world sailing trip.  At 76 years of age, if 
she completes this trip, she will become the oldest 
person (woman or man) to have circumnavigated 
the globe alone non-stop and unassisted.  Nonstop 
means no setting foot on land anywhere and 
unassisted means no use of an engine or using 
outside help for repairs.  Jeanne departed from  
Victoria, BC  on  October 3, 2018 and at this writing, 
she is currently located in the south Atlantic Ocean.  
She has over 30 years of sailing experience.        
  (continued on Page 3)  
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Facilitator’s Message 

Fellow Ham SIG Members, 

 

On Thursday, January 31st, the Sun City Grand Board of Directors held their monthly “Chat With 

The Board”. Our antenna proposal was on the agenda, and when our turn came up, Gordon NW7D 

presented: 1) an overview of what SCG hams do, 2) the service we can provide to the community in 

the event of emergencies, and 3) a description of the antennas the ARC ad-hoc subcommittee put 

forward for acceptance. I was also on hand to backstop Gordon to answer questions from the 

Board. 

Although we expected ten minutes to present, the Board President curtailed Gordon at three and a 

half minutes citing time constraints. A brief Q&A followed. 

Right before Gordon went on, a Board member made a strident speech expressing open hostility to 

the proposal, claiming hams provide no useful function in emergencies because there are so many 

other, more modern communication technologies such as texting. I’m not making this up. A Board 

Member really did say that. 

As you may know, last December, the ARRL submitted a Petition for Rulemaking to the FCC to 

incorporate provisions of the Parity Act into Part 97. In particular, the Petition addressed land use 

restrictions such as are common in deed-restricted communities. On January 21st of this year, 

however, the ARRL Board announced its withdrawal of the Petition. 

From the announcement: “...The [ARRL] Board noted that its intent is ‘to renew, continue and 

strengthen the ARRL’s effort to achieve relief from [land use] restrictions.’ This action represents a 

chance to get the best product possible for all US Amateur Radio operators.” 

Visit http://www.arrl.org/news/arrl-board-of-directors-issues-statement-on-amateur-radio-parity-act 

for the announcement’s complete text. 

While the short term forecast for our operational situation is mostly cloudy for the foreseeable future, 

I urge patience and a wait-and-see outlook until clearer conditions re-emerge. 

 

73 

Mark, N1MAE 

Facilitator, SCG Ham SIG 

http://www.arrl.org/news/arrl-board-of-directors-issues-statement-on-amateur-radio-parity-act
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FEATURE ARTICLE:  Jeanne Socrates, KC2IOV , Around the World Sailor 

(Continued from Page 1) 

Jeanne, at age 70, previously set a world record for 
being the oldest woman to sail around the world in 
2012 after being at sea for 260 days.  She has 
experienced a number of challenges in her sailing 
attempts including an attempt in 2016 that ended 
following several mechanical failures as well as a fall in 
2017 from a deck ladder that resulted in several 
broken ribs just a week prior to another planned 
attempt to sail around the world.  In her current 
journey, she will spend 8 months alone at sea but she 
will keep in contact with friends, family, and Hams via 
amateur radio and email (known as “SailMail”).   

Her 36 foot sail boat is named the Nereida and  was built in Sweden in 2009.  She has sealed the engine so 
that she can qualify for the “unassisted” category and she will only use the engine in the event of an 
emergency.  Her boat has a 20,000 lbs. of displacement, carries 88 gallons of fresh water and she also has a 
desalination water maker.  She carries all her food which must last for 8 months.  For electrical power, she 
has 2-150 watt solar panels, a wind generator, and 5-130 Amp-hour AGM batteries.   

Jeanne routinely uses amateur radio during her trip and just recently she was heard on 40 meters (7163 kHz) 
by our own Sun City Grand ham operator, Ray,  KK7RK.  For her radio gear, she is using an Icom M801 marine 
HF radio (125 watts) along with an automatic antenna tuner.  For a ground plane, the boat has a square 
meter of copper sheet connected to large sintered bronze ground-plate.  The backstay is insulated as it acts 
as the HF antenna.  She also uses a  PACTOR –4 HF radio modem to send/receive email and get weather fax 
images using Winlink and Sailmail.  She can print the weather fax images onto a thermal printer.  She also 
has several VHF radios of which one automatically transmits her position, along with an Icom ICM71 hand-
held marine transceiver.   In addition, she also sends her position reports via HF Radio. 

You can track Jeanne’s progress at http://mmsn-shiptrak.herokuapp.com/?callsign=kc2iov&filter=30&_m=f    

or at:  https://cms.winlink.org:444/maps/

positionreports.aspx?callsign=KC2IOV 

You can read her interesting daily blog with 
occasional pictures at:  https://svnereida.com/blog  

Her radio frequency is usually 7160 to 7163 
kHz LSB, and she is sometimes on the air 
anywhere from 2300Z to 0300Z.  (She normally 
wakes up in the middle of her nighttime to 
make ham radio contacts).   

She also occasionally talks to other passing 
ships using VHF marine radio.   

 

 

 

 

Map showing KC2IOV’s  

progress as of February 2, 2019 

http://mmsn-shiptrak.herokuapp.com/?callsign=kc2iov&filter=30&_m=f
https://cms.winlink.org:444/maps/positionreports.aspx?callsign=KC2IOV
https://cms.winlink.org:444/maps/positionreports.aspx?callsign=KC2IOV
https://svnereida.com/blog


4 

RE-CAP:  RADIO-TELETYPE PRESENTATION FROM THE JANUARY MEETING 

At the January, 2019 Ham Radio SIG meeting, a 

presentation on the history of Teletype and the use of 

Teletype in radio (Radio-Teletype or RTTY) was 

presented to the membership.  We are re-capping the 

presentation in this article.   

The presentation included development of the 8-bit 

Baudot Code (which was modified by Murray in 1901), 

which is used to define printing characters and it was 

noted that the Baudot code is still in use today by Radio 

Amateurs.  We looked at the evolution of tele-printers and the early use of teleprinters by the military 

(particularly the US Navy), use by press organizations (AP and UPI), law enforcement, the airlines, and the 

FAA.  The development and growth of the Teletype Corporation was reviewed.  AT&T set up the national 

Telex network for use by corporations using model 32 Teletype machines and this was the forerunner to 

corporate email.    Teletype machines (Model 33) using the ASCII code were the first terminal units for early 

main-frame computers.   

The presentation then shifted to use of Teletype by Amateur Radio operators.  After WWII ended, Ham radio 

operators picked up surplus Teletype machines and interfaced them with radios to first conduct VHF and 

later HF QSO’s.  The first DX RTTY QSO occurred in 1956 between a U.S. and New Zealand ham.  In the late 

1970’s and early 1980’s, hams were putting personal computers (Apple IIc and Radio Shack TRS-80) into use 

as pseudo Teletype machines interfaced to their HF transceivers.   This began the digital era of Amateur 

Radio which later evolved into PSK-31, and many other later digital modes using personal computers.   

While the first use of Amateur Radio RTTY used a shift of 850 Hz between the two signal states (known as 

the “Mark” and “Space”), this was reduced to 170 Hz in the late 1950’s in order to allow more QSO’s to take 

place within the given band-space.  The current standard for the use of RTTY in ham radio is a speed of 60 

words-per-minute.  Amateurs also experimented with using the ASCII code at 110 baud on HF, however it 

never gained acceptance because of the excessive errors experienced in the use on short-wave radio.  

Today, Amateur Radio operators can operate RTTY on all the HF bands with the exception of 60 Meters.  

Ragchewing using RTTY was a popular activity in the 1980’s and 1990’s but today RTTY activity is mostly 

confined to national and international RTTY contests which see a lot of participation.  Presently, there are 9 

annual large RTTY contests and 24 smaller contests.  DXpedition teams are also known to use RTTY as one of 

their modes during their remote station operations.    

RTTY software is generally free such as MMTTY, N1MM, FLDIGI, and Winwarbler (which is part of the DX 

Labs suite of free programs).  Several commercial programs such as Ham Radio Deluxe and Writelog™ offer 

exceptional performance for general RTTY as well as contest use.   

With some of the newer transceivers, a personal computer can be interfaced directly to the rig with USB 

cables.  Otherwise there are a number of hardware interfaces available such as SignaLink, RIGblaster, 

Buxcomm,  and microHAM which make interfacing fast and easy in order to get on the air with RTTY.   
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AREA HAMCLUBS 

Visit these area Ham clubs during their 

monthly meetings: 

West Valley Amateur Radio Club 

Meetings: 7:00 PM, 1st Monday at:   
     Shepherd of the Desert Lutheran Church 
     11025 North 111th Avenue 
      Sun City, AZ  8535 

Thunderbird Amateur Radio Club 

Meetings held the 3rd Monday of each 

month (except December) at the North 

Campus of Northern Arizona University at 

 7:00 PM  in Room 147 

 15451 N 28th Ave 

 Phoenix, AZ 85053  

Area NETS 

• Sun City Grand Volunteers On-The Air:  

10:00 AM Mondays, 147.040 (+) PL 162.2 

and 446.15 (-) PL 100.0   (White Tanks 

Mountain) 

• West Valley Amateur Radio Club  147.300 

(+) PL 162.2  - Morning net:  9:00 AM and 

evening net 8:00 PM (repeater on Del 

Webb Hospital) 

• Thunderbird Amateur Radio Club, 

Tuesdays at 7:30 PM, 147.040 (+) PL 162.2 

and 446.15 (-) PL 100.0  (White Tanks 

Mountain) 

• Arizona Emergency Net—Maricopa   

Monday’s at 9:00 PM on linked area 

repeaters  with Shaw Butte being the 

closest   147.24 (+) PL 162.2 

About the SCG Ham SIG 

The Sun City Grand Ham group is a Special 

Interest Group within the SCG Computer 

Club.  The SIG was formed by April Kramer 

and Nancy Collins in order to provide 

amateur radio operators who reside in our 

community an opportunity to share common 

interests and knowledge.   

Mark Heroux, N1MAE, now leads our Ham 

SIG and is supported by Gordon, NW7D who 

is the manager of our weekly on-the-air Net.  

We invite all SCG hams and those interested 

in amateur radio to join our monthly 

meetings and our weekly radio Nets 
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THE AMATEUR’S CODE 

  

     CONSIDERATE:   NEVER KNOWINGLY OPERATES IN A WAY TO LESSON THE             

        PLEASURE OF OTHERS 

 LOYAL:   OFFERS LOYALTY, ENCOURAGEMENT AND SUPPORT TO OTHER AMATEURS, 

LOCAL CLUBS, THE AMERICAN RADIO RELAY LEAGUE, THROUGH WHICH AMATEUR 

RADIO IN THE UNITED STATES IS REPRESENTED NATIONALLY  AND 

INTERNATIONALLY 

 PROGRESSIVE WITH KNOWLEDGE ABREAST OF SCIENCE, A WELL-BUILT AND 

EFFICIENT STATION, AND OPERATION BEYOND REPROACH  

 FRIENDLY WITH SLOW AND PATIENT OPERATION WHEN REQUESTED, FRIENDLY 

ADVICE AND COUNSEL TO THE BEGINNER, KINDLY ASSISTANCE, CO-OPERATION 

AND CONSIDERATION FOR THE INTERESTS OF OTHERS. THESE ARE THE 

HALLMARKS OF THE AMATEUR SPIRIT 

 BALANCED RADIO IS AN AVOCATION, NEVER INTERFERING WITH DUTIES OWED TO 

FAMILY, JOB, SCHOOL OR COMMUNITY   

 PATRIOTIC WITH STATION AND SKILL ALWAYS READY FOR SERVICE TO COUNTRY 
AND COMMUNITY 

THE WORLD OF AMATEUR RADIO NEWS 

• The FCC has announced changes being made to its Commission Registration, or CORES System, that 

will affect applicants taking amateur radio exams or making changes to their licenses. CORES, which 

maintains FCC Registration Numbers known as FRNs, is being updated as of March 1, 2019.  As a 

result of the changes, applicants for an FRN will need to create a CORES account first before 

requesting an FRN. The creation of a CORES account will require the applicant to respond to an 

email that confirms the registration. This means that applicants who want to apply for and receive 

an FRN while present at an exam session will have greater difficulty doing so.  At some point in the 

future, all applicants will be required to have an FRN because the FCC will no longer accept Social 

Security Numbers.  

• This year's Quartzfest set a new record. The 22nd annual event had a total of 1,043 attendees, 

exceeding last year's record by 191, according to organizer Kristyn Weed KR1SS. The camping and 

educational extravaganza kicked off on the 20th of January in Arizona's Sonoran desert, creating an 

off-the-grid community of hams and ham friends for one week. There were pot luck dinners, 

giveaways, seminars, previews of new products, workshops, campfires and special event station 

W7Q. That station made more than 500 contacts by the time the event was complete.   
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HAM RADIO LICENSE TESTING AND TRAINING CLASSES 

• The Thunderbird Amateur Radio Club occasionally provides Ham Radio License training 

classes as well as VE testing.   Recent classes included General and Extra class exam 

training.   Check their website for more information on classes and VE testing:         

www.w7tbc.org/content.php?148-licensing 

• The West Valley Amateur Radio Club offers VE testing prior to their monthly meetings.  

Get the latest information at:  westvalleyarc.com/ve-testing 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 

 

2  

3   4 

SCG Net 

10:00 AM 

147.040 

5 

 

6 

 

7 

 

8 9 

CQ WPX RTTY 

Contest 

10 

CQ WPX RTTY 

Contest 

11 

SCG Net 

10:00 AM 

147.040 

12 13 14 

 

15 

 

16 

Russian PSK 

World wide 

contest 

17 

 

18 

SCG Net 

10:00 AM 

19 

 

20 21 1:00 PM  SCG 

Ham SIG monthly 

meeting  - 

Computer Club 

23 

NA QSO Party—

RTTY 

24 

 

25 

SCG Net 

10:00 AM 

147.040 

26 

 

27 28 1  MARCH 2 MARCH 

http://www.w7tbc.org/content.php?148-licensing
https://westvalleyarc.com/ve-testing
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     USEFUL WEB LINKS: 

PROPAGATION 

Solar Weather:   http://www.spaceweatherwoman.com with Dr. Tamitha Skov     

HF Propagation Prediction  http://www.voacap.com  

Band Conditions  https://www.dxmaps.com/spots/ mapg.php  

Space Weather  http://www.spaceweather.com 

YOU TUBE 

How to use DXMAPS tutorial    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cRpMn0q0hrM 

Ham Radio Answers  https://www.youtube.com/channel/ UCaBtYooQdmNzq63eID8RaLQ  

K7AGE Ham Radio      https://www.youtube.com/user/K7AGE  

VK3YE  https://www.youtube.com/user/vk3ye 

W2AEW  https://www.youtube.com/user/w2aew 

PODCASTS: 

https://www.qsotoday.com/ 

FEBRUARY 2019 MONTHLY MEETING 

The January Sun City Grand Ham 

Radio SIG meeting will be held on 

Friday, February 22nd at 1:00 PM in 

the Computer Club classroom  located 

in the Chaparral Center.  This month’s 

meeting will feature a presentation 

given by Gordon, NW7D on 

Aeronautical Ham Radio and the use 

HF Radio in world-wide aviation 

communications.   

There will also be a General 

Discussion session prior to the start of 

the monthly presentation. 

As always, we give away a door prize a 

lucky meeting participant.   

Aeronautical Ham Radio 

Aviation HF Communications

Radio Comms in Aviation
Presented by:  Gordon Bousman, NW7D

N6PG

http://www.spaceweatherwoman.com
http://www.voacap.com
https://www.dxmaps.com/spots/%20mapg.php
http://www.spaceweather.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cRpMn0q0hrM
https://www.youtube.com/channel/%20UCaBtYooQdmNzq63eID8RaLQ
https://www.youtube.com/user/K7AGE
https://www.youtube.com/user/vk3ye
https://www.youtube.com/user/w2aew
https://www.qsotoday.com/
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 Here is a graphic calendar chart of upcoming DXpeditions and Contests (Yellow Blocks) for 

February, 2019.  If you “Google”   one of the callsigns, you can usually find a link to a 

website where you can learn more about the location of one of these world DXpeditions 

SHARE YOUR AMATEUR RADIO STORY  

We would like to start a regular feature in our newsletter that features the Ham Radio Bio of one our 

members each month.  Therefore, we would greatly appreciate it if you could submit your Ham radio bio to 

us.  It can be one paragraph to a full page including your photo.   Suggestions for topics might include: 

• What first attracted you to amateur radio? 

• When did you get your first license? 

• Have you ever built some radio gear from scratch?  (Home-Brew) 

• What modes do you like to operate? 

• Have you operated on the new FT-8 Mode? 

• What else do you like about Amateur Radio? 

• Anything else that you believe would be interesting to other Hams. 

Please email your contribution to the newsletter editor (nw7d.ham@gmail.com) and if you don’t feel like 

writing it, please let us know and someone can interview you and write the bio for you.   
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A NEW SOLAR CYCLE PREDICTION 

Many experts have predicted a weak sunspot cycle in the years ahead, but new research work from India 
suggests otherwise.   Two scientists from the Center of Excellence in Space Sciences India have predicted 
that the next solar cycle will be somewhat stronger than our current cycle 24, which will end sometime this 
year.  Solar cycle 24 has been one of the weakest cycles in over a century. The peak of cycle 25 is predicted 
to occur in 2024.  The second chart below shows their prediction for cycle 25 along with the weak cycle 24.   

Source:  https://earthsky.org/space/solar-cycle-24-25-sunspot-predictions 

https://earthsky.org/space/solar-cycle-24-25-sunspot-predictions
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